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 Most people are acquainted with the game 
Trivial Pursuit. We have either played the 
game or at least are aware that this board 
game took our country by storm several years 
ago. Not long after the original game came 
out, “specialized” sets of questions cards 
began to appear. You could apply yourself to 
any “branch” of trivia imaginable – I think 
that there is even a set of questions for Star 
Trekkies. 

Now I will readily admit that I enjoy playing 
Trivial Pursuit. On the other hand, I also 
realize that one could probably best spend his 
time doing something besides racking his 
brain trying to figure out “who laid the 
cornerstone of the U.S. Capitol?” (Give up? 
George Washington did). 

According to Webster, “trivial” means “of 
little importance; trifling; petty.” I once 
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watched a couple of minutes of a television 
show which I believe was entitled “Sports 
Trivia.” Two teams of college-age young 
men were competing to see who knew the 
most useless data. One of the questions 
asked was “how many stitches are there on a 
regulation baseball?” Both teams missed that 
one and I didn’t get it either. All of a sudden, 
it dawned on me why I haven’t succeeded in 
life any more than I have – I didn’t know 
how many stitches there are on a regulation 
baseball! The worse part of it is that I have 
already forgotten the correct answer. 

Naturally, I am being a wee bit facetious; the 
show was intended for recreation, but it has 
occurred to me that there is some danger of 
going through life wholly absorbed with 
trivial things to the neglect of truly 
important matters. The danger exists for the 

“I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my 
chief duty to accomplish humble tasks as though they 

were great and noble. The world is moved along, not only 
by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the 

aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest worker.” 
-- Helen Keller 

Notable	  Quotables	  
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
On his second missionary journey, Paul 

had to leave Berea because of 
persecution, but left Silas and Timothy 

there. They were to rejoin him at 
Athens, which they apparently did. Paul 

sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to 
check on the church there and Timothy 

eventually rejoined Paul at Corinth 
(Acts 17:10-15; 18:5; 1 Thess. 3:1-2).  

I love tuna week. Every couple of months I’ll whip up a batch of 
my special lowfat tuna salad and eat at least one sandwich a day 
until it runs out. It makes me glad to be a carnivore. 
 
My wife hates tuna week. She thinks tuna stinks like dead fish. (I 
guess she has a point there.) And since I love Tracie more than I 
love tuna, I try to wait until she leaves the house, or at least the 
kitchen, before making it. 
 
I’ll grant that tuna has an unusually strong scent. But then, so do 
steaks on the grill. And roses. It’s not the pungency of the odor 
that is objectionable, but rather its quality. And quality is in the 
nose of the smeller. 
 
The gospel has a certain distinctive “odor” as well. Some love it, 
some hate it. And although becoming “all things to all men” (1 
Corinthians 9:22) has its place, I can’t offer an alternative to the 
fundamentals of God’s menu. I can come up with dozens of 
recipes for tuna casserole, tuna croquettes, tuna burgers, 
whatever. But if a person doesn’t like tuna, I can’t do much with 
that.  
 
Some preachers can’t take rejection. They find more palatable 
messages and dress them up as the gospel, or hide tiny pieces of 
the gospel in a framework of worldliness. But they miss the point. 
If I say my lasagna is 100 percent tuna, Tracie won’t believe me. 
And if I say I put some tuna in her chocolate cheesecake, she may 
shoot me.  
 
I want people to love “the pure milk of the word” (1 Peter 2:2), 
not just my preaching. If they can’t develop a taste for God’s 
cooking, I need to find someone who can, and not “distort the 
gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:7). 

Tuna	  
By	  Hal	  Hammons	  
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simple reason that every man will give an 
account of himself after this life is over – 
otherwise it would make no difference what 
we did with our time and energy. The 
difficulty lies in determining what is trivial 
and what is important and assigning each 
matter the proper amount of attention. 

That’s right. Even trivial things may require 
our attention sometimes. The word “trivial” is 
a relative word – “unimportant” compared to 
what? Jesus addressed this question when He 
said, “For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what 
shall a man give in return for his soul?” 
(Matthew 16:26). According to Jesus, material 
goods are insignificant (“trivial”) compared to 
the welfare of one’s soul. When measured 
against our eternal destiny, the clothes we 
wear, the food we eat, the car we drive and 
how much money we have become trivial 
matters. And yet note how the attention of 
many people is totally consumed with the 
pursuit of such “trivia.” 

We sometimes fall prey to “trivial pursuit” 
because we must of necessity pay attention to 
some things which are, by their nature, purely 
temporal. Somehow we lose sight of their 

	  
This man was sent by Paul to Thessalonica from Athens. 

Who was he? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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relative significance and become immersed in 
such matters. It is like the man who is hired to do 
a job. He draws his plans, gathers all the necessary 
tools and travels to the jobsite. Once he is there, 
however, he never gets around to doing any work. 
He spends his time arranging and rearranging his 
tools. When his employer checks on him, the 
worker proudly displays his tools – all aligned in 
rows and quite clean. And what will the employer 
do to that unprofitable servant? You finish the 
story! 

It should be obvious that we are constantly called 
upon to decide what activity is the most 
important for us to accomplish. Parents, 
employees, mates, young people – all are faced 
with this decision. 

How sad to look back over a lifetime and realize 
that we have neglected what was really important. 
As we make our choices, let us remember what 
the writer of Ecclesiastes said, “The end of the 
matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

By the way, a hundred kopecks is exactly one 
ruble. Now, isn’t that important? 

 

Can	  you	  find	  the	  names	  of	  thirty	  people	  mentioned	  in	  the	  book	  of	  
Acts	  in	  this	  grid	  of	  letters?	  
	  
This	  word	  search	  is	  especially	  for	  Aaron	  Childs.	  


